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is declared. When the order of merit at the exami-
nation has been fixed, he can choose the service
into which he will enter, provided all the vacancies
therein have not already been taken by men who
have outranked him at the examination. In that case
he can, of course, have a place only in a service in
which vacancies still remain. As a matter of fact
the greater part of the men offer themselves for all
three; and although there is no absolute rule, they
generally like the Home Service best and the East-
ern Cadetships least; so that the men who rank
highest at the examination are usually, though not
invariably, selected for the Home Service, men of
middle rank going to India, while the Eastern Cadet-
ships are mainly assigned to the successful candi-
dates who have the lowest average of marks. The
Home Service is preferred because, while the pay is
less, the surroundings are more agreeable, and because
a man can marry at any time, whereas if an Indian
Civilian marries before his departure for India he for-
feits his appointment. On the other hand, the Indian
Service is preferred to an Eastern Cadetship, because
the field and the number of officials being larger,
there is a greater opportunity for distinction.
Method of Conducting the Examination
The competitive examination is held by the Civil
Service Commissioners every year in August at Lon-
don. The Commissioners give notice some months
beforehand of the number of persons to be selected